Lipid chemistry--a personal view of some developments in the last 60 years.
This review tracks some of the changes in fatty acid chemistry that have occurred during the past 60 years. Once disparaged, this topic is now recognised as important in biochemistry and nutrition. Among the significant areas that are addressed are fatty acid oxidation and hydrogenation, fatty acid synthesis, and selected reactions of the carboxyl group and of unsaturated centres. Underlying many of the developments that have occurred have been important advances in lipid analysis and a clearer understanding of reaction mechanism and stereochemistry. Developments in the future will include greater use of enzymes in technological processes and will result from environmental pressures to conduct reactions under milder conditions, use less solvent, and produce less waste.